RWAF Hot tips for keeping rabbits warm this winter.

Amongst our members and supporters there is a huge wealth of knowledge,
so we asked everyone to share their tips. Some are well tried and tested, but

others are ingenious and we wonder how we hadn’t thought of them

already!

Keeping rabbits warm is important,
because in the wild they would live
in underground burrows where the
temperature changes slightly
between summer and winter. By
keeping them above ground we are
subjecting them to extremes of
temperature changes and we need
to help them stay warm and dry.
Damp and draughts can be deadly
to bunnies at this time of year.

We always recommend that rabbits
are kept in pairs, and there is no
nicer way to keep warm than by

snuggling up to your friend.

Companionship is often
overlooked, and can be even more
important in the winter months.
Naturally, because of the dark
nights we are less inclined to
spend time in the garden, so we
less of our rabbits who are kept
outdoors. You must make sure
you check them regularly (at least
3 times a day, but more is always
better) and check that the hutch or
shed is not leaking, that their bed
is dry, and that they always have
hay and water.
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This advice is for rabbits
who are in good body
condition. Those who
are old or thin may need
even more care and we
advise owners of such
bunnies to bring them in
for the winter.
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Remember, that even in bad weather rabbits will need to exercise every day.
It is not acceptable to keep them locked in a hutch because you are not able
to provide a protected exercise area for them, so some forward planning
now may be needed.

A hutch attached to a safe Rabbit Welfare
exercise run means that rabbits Association & Fund
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can shelter in the hutch or exercise . — = = \\“t‘e:’;\;ﬁi:fi?‘\ —————.

in the run when they please. At
the very least add a tarpaulin
coverto protect them from the rain
and snow, and add a hiding place.

(One per bunny)
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